English 7 Requirements and Information 
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Course Length:  Two Semesters (1/2 Credit Each)

Textbooks:  Elements of Literature:  First Course

                    Language Network

Standards and Grade Level Content Expectations:

The English Language Arts curriculum incorporates and adheres to the National Standards from the Common Core Curriculum and the State of Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations.  The Seventh Grade English Language Arts (ELA) course is designed to help students develop strengths in reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing.  Throughout the course of the year, students should increase their ability to analyze and synthesize information, increase their reading ability and become more proficient writers.
Anticipated ELA Units for Semester 1:  

The Short Story and Greek Myths

Literary Elements and the Text Structure of Fiction

Parts of Speech

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin-Fiction Mystery Unit 

Non-Fiction Text Structures

Required Supplies:

-Binder or Folder
-Pens, pencils

-Red checking pen

-Access to a Dictionary (online is ok) 

-USB flash drive (suggested)

-Great Enthusiasm!!

Grading Scale First and Second Quarters:

Homework:  40%
Tests/Quizzes/Projects:  50%

Participation:  10%

*Midterm Exam=10% of Semester 1 Grade.

Participation Explanation:  Each day a possible 3 point participation grade may be given.  Every week students will be given a formal participation assessment of up to 15 points.  The participation grade consists of:

-Positive contribution to the activity at hand (answering questions, volunteering, staying on task, etc.)

-Being on time to class

-Bringing proper supplies to class

**Every student begins with a 100% in participation each week!  Points (up to 3 a day) will be taken away if the student is not doing the above items listed.

Absent/Late Work:

Students will be given one “late pass” each quarter which will allow them to turn in one assignment one day late with no penalty.  After the pass has been used, under normal circumstances the late work will not be accepted.  If a student is absent he/she will have one day per absent day to make up all work.
Extra Help:

Extra help for English will be available per appointment at either before or after school.  The student or parent may contact me to arrange individual extra help.  However I will have special “help days” right before a test or upcoming due date of a project.  I will notify students and parents in class, through “Remind” and my website when those additional help sessions will be.

Remind:  

I will send out occasional reminders about special upcoming assignments, big tests, events in class, or upcoming help sessions.  I will not remind students about daily work!  Students and parents can sign up by texting the following number and messaging the following code:

Text Number:  81010

Text Message:  @ca4hf

You may also refer to the separate Remind instruction page available to students in class or on my website.
Website:  http://sragastmeier.weebly.com
I will post weekly homework agendas with handouts.  I will also post upcoming test dates, projects and other events.  

My Contact Information:

EMAIL:  amy.gastmeier@uticak12.org
PHONE:  586 797-3500 extension 3521

PREP HOUR:  2nd Hour (9:14-10:10)
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